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was originally betrothed to him is also brought to light. The Vidushaka plays a more substantial part jp the development of the plot here than he generally does in other plays.
The characters Pushyamitra, Agnimitra, and Vasumitra are historical personages, taken from the Sunga dynasty which ruled in the 2nd century B.C* Some critics hold that Kalidasa might have been a contemporary of Agmmitra on the ground of the reference to that king in the Bharatavakya of the play,
Vikramorvasiya is a story dealing with the love of Pururavas, an earthly king and Urvasi, a heavenly nymph. The hero saves the heroine from the clutches of a demon who is found to carry her off. The saviour and the saved fall into mutual love but the summon from Indra's court recalls Urvasi to Heaven, and both the lovers pine 'in separation. Urvasi, while acting the part of Lakstmi in a play in Heavsn, utters, in her frenzy of love, the name of Pururavas when she ought to have said • Purushottama V As a penalty she has to go down to the earth and live with Pururavas until the latter sees the face of his son through her. The lovers are thus brought together again. One day, tJrvasi enters the enchanted garden of Kumara and is transformed into a creeper. The lover, not finding her, gets distracted until, with the help of a magic gem, he finds her out and she is brought back to her original foraou In the meantime a child Ayus is born, but is kept away from the king in order to postpone the hoir of the miserable separation. The king